Mentally retarded parents in the community: identification method and needs assessment survey.
Mentally retarded parents in the community represent a relatively new and increasing population. Due to the parents' limitations, the children are at significant risk for medical, emotional, and cognitive delays and neglect. An estimate of the size of this population that comes to agency attention is needed in order to program supportive services. The methodology and results of a community-based survey to determine the size of this population receiving agency services in a large metropolitan area are described as are the results of a survey interview with a subset of these parents and their children to determine services needed from the parents' perspective.